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January 2021

One Special Night goes virtual 

Save-the-Date: Graduations/retirement ceremony 

Ann Subry, SEDOL Foundation Executive Director

On Saturday, November 7, 2020 the SEDOL Foundation transported viewers back to The Summer 
of Love – 1967! Broadcasting live from Viper Alley in Lincolnshire, guests enjoyed the pre-record-

ed music of Soundtracks of a Generation from the comfort of their home. From the Beatles to the 
Doors to Janis Joplin to the Monkees – all the hits from 1967.

Guests were also entertained by host and event Chair, David Raye, and special guest Emcee 
Anthony "Spice" Adams, retired Chicago Bear, TV personality and Social Media Mogul. The event 

featured a silent auction and a paddle raise. The funds raised during the two-hour broadcast will be 
used to send special needs children to summer camps throughout Lake County in 2021.
"This year was a significant challenge, as we had to reimagine the event as a live broadcast due to 
the global pandemic," reflected David Raye, "and we are thrilled that we hit our fundraising goal 
while moving everything on-line." David and his wife Donna have done a tremendous job co-chairing 
this event for many years. 

The Foundation would like to thank everyone who purchased a virtual table or ticket and joined in 
the fun to make this a successful event. 

ELP/SAB 8th grade at Laremont at 10:30 a.m. on May 20th
SEDOL Staff Retirement Ceremony at 4:00 p.m. on May 20th

Transition Recognition Night ELP, LASSO 3, Supported, Community and REACH at 6:30 p.m. on May 20th
ELP/SAB HS at Laremont at 9:00 a.m. on May 21st

CLA at 10:30 a.m. on May 21st
Fairhaven 8th and HS at 1:00 p.m. on May 21st

South 8th grade at 1:00 p.m. - May 27th
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Hour of Codecomputer science week
Sarah Carey, Asst. Principal D/HH Program  
Donna Strollo, Technology Coordinator 

In early December, students in SEDOL classrooms joined over 11 million students globally to par-
ticipate in coding activities during Computer Science week. The Code.org organization sponsors 

an “Hour of Code” with coding activities, projects and lessons live streamed all over the world with 
the goal to increase students’ interest in computer science for higher education and career choices. 
The interactive and engaging coding exercises build problem-solving skills and self-confidence as 
students program their animated characters toward a particular activity’s end goal.

Angelina O’Rourke’s elementary class 
at John Powers Center started their 

digital lessons before computer science 
week by reviewing digital citizenship and 
online safety. The students created Google 
Jamboards to share what they learned with 
their peers. Mrs. O’Rourke’s students regu-
larly participate in full day digital learning 
and coding activities. The class partici-
pated in a livestream event sponsored by 
the Deaf Kids Code organization, where 
Johanna Lucht, NASA’s first deaf engineer, and a colleague presented an introductory level coding 
workshop on game design and programming concepts. The students were able to publish their 
game online to be able to continue to develop it after the workshop. 

Robin Smith, elementary teacher at Gages Lake School, 
reported that after modeling an activity and releasing 

the students to work on their own, they really enjoyed 
coding their own character doing current dance moves 
to music or other puzzle activities. She reported that one 
of her students learned the cardinal direction words to 
solve his quest, and particularly shined as he presented 
his code to the class for moving his character through a galaxy in space. 

Therese Oliveri and her elementary students at Gages 
Lake School enjoyed working together on their cod-

ing activities during synchronous remote learning ses-
sions. Pictured is the remote meeting and the Star Wars 
coding game they worked on in a galaxy far, far away...

Digital citizenship 
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Val Donnan, Superintendent 
Sara Martinez  Admin. Asst. to the Superintendent 

Mike O’Brian, Principal, Cyd Lash Academy

sedol cares

In November, the idea of bringing SEDOL staff together as a community by sharing individual 
interests and personal well being came into creation. An email was sent to all staff asking for 

ideas that would allow others to share their passion and what makes them happy. Staff were given 
examples to set up virtual gatherings in their off time to demonstrate crafts, yoga sessions, mind-
fulness moments, make and takes, or book studies. Several staff responded with ideas of their own. 
Registration was set up and in December classes began. Classes included: Let’s Make a Gingerbread 
House,  Austinn Donnan’s Famous Chocolate Chip Cookies, “Book Chat” Book Club, Plant Care 101, 
Crochet Basics 1, Crochet Basics 2, The Minimalist Home Book Club, and The Move More Challenge. 
A few of these classes are scheduled to start in January so if you are a staff member there is still 
time to sign-up and we are always looking for new ideas as we continue through the winter months.  
If you would like to coordinate an idea of your own, please contact Sara Martinez at smartinez@
sedol.us and she will reach out to you to work on scheduling and sharing with others.

CLA Drop In Remote Services and Gaming Clubs

The current pandemic has left our schools with numerous challenges as we continue to try and 
connect with and educate our student populations.   At Cyd Lash Academy we found ourselves 

struggling with these factors and saw low levels of student participation and attendance.  We 
increased our attempts to reach parents and students in creative ways.  This includes attempts 
scheduled outside of our usual school hours.

School social worker Michelle Rappaport started an online student (and staff) drop in that is held 
mid-week on Wednesday nights and school behavior specialist Rob Stone began an after-school 

online gaming club held after school hours on both Tuesdays and Fridays.

mailto:smartinez%40sedol.us%20?subject=
mailto:smartinez%40sedol.us%20?subject=
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Operation Warm
Meagan Dwyer, Principal, Gages Lake School

This year SEDOL partnered with The Chapel-Lake Zurich and the Gurnee Rotary for Operation 
Warm to provide new, warm coats for students and families. This year The Chapel-Lake Zurich 

provided 130 coats that were distributed across programs at SEDOL and the Gurnee Rotary Club 
assisted with an additional request based on additional needs.  SEDOL social workers worked with 
families to determine if there was a need for coats and administration helped distribute them to 
the families.  This is the second year that SEDOL has partnered with Operation Warm to provide new 
winter coats for SEDOL students.  SEDOL looks forward to the continued partnership to provide fam-
ilies with warm coats.

south school’s first virtual assembly

In November South School hosted its first virtual assembly to honor 
the students who received first quarter Shining Sharks awards. Awards 

were given to students who showed effort, growth and achievement. At 
the end of the assembly several staff members were videotaped receiv-
ing a pie in the face. Our first virtual assembly was a rousing success 
and more are planned in the future.

Steve Jacobson, Teacher at South School

Michelle discussed the drop-in and reported “we have staff and students who attend regularly.  
It is nice to have a relaxed setting online so students and staff can check in and talk about 

whatever is on their mind.” Both of the online groups have shown increased participation each 
week and have offered a new way to connect with kids.  We found that many of our students were 
gaming online and yet not attending class regularly.  Our plan is simply to try and tap into student 
interest and use that connection as a means for drawing them back into pro-school behaviors. 

Rocket League is one of the games that was deemed school appropriate and one that tapped into 
student interest.  Rob Stone reported “it really has been a team effort. Our PE teachers have 

talked to students in homerooms about the games and students have invited other students to 
attend.”  “I have seen our community band together and have seen our kids respond.”  We are not 
sure where things are headed but we can be sure that we will continue to explore creative means 
for connecting with and educating our students.
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GLS Student Recognition

Ann Subry, SEDOL Foundation Executive Director 

Gages Lake School is recognizing student accomplishments and achievements through their 
Paws Bulletin. Every two weeks, students who are nominated by staff for awards such as 

Attendance Stars, Virtual Paws, and Student of the Month, get to see their names on the virtual 
Paws Bulletin Board! In addition, the Student Celebration Committee sends seasonal and birthday 
cards to homes. This committee is also hosting fun events like our weekly TGIF celebration and our 
Winter Talent Show.  We want to make sure students are acknowledged and celebrated for all their 
hard work and progress! 

Talent Show

Paws Bulletin

sign language classes

JANUARY 2021

JANUARY 2021

VIRTUAL ASL CLASS

VIRTUAL ASL CLASS

 

 

Wednesday

Wednesday

 

 

evenings

evenings

Three 8 Week

Three 8 Week

 

 

sessions

sessions

 

 

beginning :

beginning :

September 16, 2020
january 20, 2021
march 31, 2021 

6:00 - 7:30 pm 

classes offered in
english and spanish!

THREE EIGHT WEEK SESSIONS OF ASL
CLASSES FOR TEENS AND ADULTS WILL

BE OFFERED AT MULTIPLE SKILL
LEVELS. A PARENT ASL CLASS IS ALSO

OFFERED FOR THOSE WHO HAVE
CHILDREN THAT USE SIGN LANGUAGE.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING A
CLASS, YOU WILL NEED TO REGISTER

ONLINE. 

FOR INQUIRIES, PLEASE EMAIL AT
ASTOCKWELL@SEDOL.US.

ASL CLASS

ASL CLASS

information

information

sign class fee

sign class fee

$50 for 8 weeks
free for sedol parents!

payment

payment

CHECK made out to john Powers Center
Sent via mail to:

Alyssa Stockwell
c/o john Powers center

201 W Hawthorn Pkwy
Vernon Hills, IL 60061

Online registration link:
https://forms.gle/6mLDLjCn

mCiw6orw7
Registration begins on january 4, 2021 and

ends on january 15, 2021

Click the image to sign up!

Liz Nasci, Teacher at GLS

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNFORLLwuRSgT_LBdzCIyZs8eDJuuJij9077FeOnN9xCm2MA/viewform


SEDOL Alumni

Brian S. is an alumni of Cyd Lash Academy and the SEDOL 
Transition Program.  He attended SEDOL around ten years 

ago where he worked in the SEDOL Curriculum Library assist-
ing with inventory and checking out instructional materials for 
teachers.  Currently, Brian lives in Arkansas in his own apart-
ment. Where he cooks and cleans for himself.  He continues to 
like to watch trains including the Union Pacific Main Line.  He 
also likes to play video games and listen to music. His favorite 
SEDOL moments include riding the Metra Trains which got him 
into railroading.  In addition he loves and misses everything 
about the SEDOL Transition Program and Cyd Lash Academy.  He 
shares “the teachers were amazing and nice and respectful and 
that he misses riding the school bus to the greatest school he 
was ever at.”

Val Donnan, Superintendent 
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Fairhaven Mascot roll out

In October, a survey was sent to staff and students asking them to share their ideas for Fairhav-
en's Mascot. Everyone was directed to keep 3 Things to Keep in Mind: 
1. Our colors are burgundy and grey
2. The mascot MUST start with the letter "F" (Fairhaven F________)
3. We want the mascot to symbolize our AMAZING students, staff, and families

After the survey was completed, the High School team used this opportunity to teach the stu-
dents about the election process. They then held an election and narrowed the choices down 

to the top 2 choices. Those 2 choices were then shared with the Administrative teams SEDOL wide 
and a final vote was made. The results of the election were shared in a video that was presented 
to the staff and students on November 6, 2020, where we officially became the Fairhaven Falcons!  

Kristen Mantzoros, School Psychologist
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Donna Strollo, Technology Coordinator 


